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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An isolator to be used in a suspension system for a vehicle . laving 
generally parallel first and second axles, the isolator comprising: 

a front shaft generally parallel to said first and second axles; 

a rear shaft generally parallel to said first and second axles; 

means Coi attaching a body attached to the vehicle anH said front shaft and said 

rear shaft to the vUiiefe, said front shaft and rear shaft being rotatable relative to said attaching 
means body, wherein said body maintains a pre-nfttem u ned distance between the v*h.V1 ft nH n H 
front and rear shafts : 

a front transitional arm attached to said front shaft; 
a rear transitional ami attached to said rear shaft; 

a resilient member attached to said front transitional arm and attached to said rear 
transitional arm; 

a front link arm attached to said front shaft; 
a rear link arm attached to said rear shaft; 

wherein when force is applied to said front link ami, said front shaft and said front 
transitional arm rotate and said resilient member is compressed or expanded; and 

wherein when force is applied to said rear link arm, said rear shaft and said rear 
transitional aim rotate and said resilient member is compressed or expanded. 
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2. (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 1, wherein 

said front transitional arm is a slack adjuster and said rear transitional arm is a sla:k 
adjuster; 

said front transitional arm being capable of rotation relative to said front shaft; and 
said rear transitional arm bemg capable of rotation relative to said rear shaft. 

3- (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 2, further including: 

a shaft aperture within said front transitional arm having a spline therein; 
a shaft aperture within said rear transitional aim having a spline therein; 
a spline on at least a portion of said front shaft; 
a spline on at least a portion of said rear shaft; 

wherein said portion of said front shaft is positioned within said shaft aperture in s; id 
front transitional arm and said spline on said front shaft mates with said spline of said from 
transitional arm; and 

wherein said portion of said rear shaft is positioned within sa id shaft aperture in sai,| rear 
transitional arm and said spline on said rear shaft mates with said spline of said rear transitional 
arm. 

4. (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 2, fAuther including: ; 

a front transitional arm adjustment associated with said front transitional aim for rotating 
said front transitional arm relative to said front shaft; and 
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a rear transitional arm adjustment associated with said rear transitional arm for ro- ating 
said rear transitional arm relative to said rear shaft. 

5. (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 1, wherein said resilient member is an ai r bag. 

6. (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 5, wherein said front transitional arm fu thcr 
includes a front air bag attachment bracket and said rear transitional arm further includes s rear 
air bag attachment bracket and wherein an air bag aperture is provided through one of said air 
bag attachment brackets. 

7. (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 6, further including an air hose connected to 
said air bag aperture. 

8. (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 5, wherein said front transitional arm fort) ler 
includes at least one rearward extending safety stop and wherein said rear transitional arm f jrther 
includes at least one forward extending safety stop. 

9. (Previously presented) An isolator to be mul in a iusptmi u n sys t em for a vduUe, tf * 
isolate! CulUUl i Mim. as defined in claim 1. wherein said 

a f r ont -Ju f l, 
a r ear shaft ? 
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means fui attachi ng said Hunt Ahaft and said xuai shaft tu fee vclikk, said H u m shi rrr-and 
re ar shaft being l u tatable r ctetrrc tu ;>aid a tt aching mums, 

a front transitional arm is fixedly attached to said front shaft; and wherein said 

a rear transitional arm is fixedly attached to said rear shaft; 

a luiiliuit nmuibu attached t u said fi u nt transkiomri aim and attend tu aaid iuu 
transitional dim, 

a f ront link aim attached <o said front shaft; 

a - rear link aim a t tached tu said rear shall, 

■ wherein whin func is applied uj ^aiJ Hum link ami, said Guut Aliafi and said fiunt 
transi t ioned arm rotate and said resrfrerrt member is compressed ui expanded, aud 

therein wh e n fonx is applied tu said icai link aim, said i u u shaft and said i e ai 
transitional arm rota t e and said resrtien t member is compressed o r expanded . 

1 0. (Previously Presented) An isolator as defined in claim 1 , further: including: 
a front shackle mounted to said front link arm, and 

a rear shackle mounted to said rear link arm. 

1 1 . (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 1 0, wherein said front shackle and said re* r 
shackle can be exchanged for an alternative front shackle and rear shackle. 

2. (Previously Presented) An isolator as defined in claim 1 .wherein said attaching mear s 
includes: 
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a bearing mounted proximate each end of said front shaft; and 
a bearing mounted proximate each end of said rear shaft. 

J 3. (Original) An isolator as defined in claim 12, wherein said bearings are tapered. 

14. (Previously Presented) An isolator to be used in a suspension system for a vehicle, the 
isolator comprising: 
a front shaft; 
a rear shaft; 

an inner bearing pJate mounted proximate inner ends of said front and rear shafts aid an 
outer bearing plate mounted proximate outer ends of said front and rear shafts for attaching said 
front shaft and said rear shaft to the vehicle, said front shaft and rear shaft being rotatable relative 
to said inner and outer bearing plates; 

a front transitional arm attached to said front shaft; 

a rear transitional arm attached to said rear shaft; 

a resilient member attached to said front transitional arm and attached to said rear 
transitional arm; 

a front link arm attached to said front shaft; 
a rear link arm attached to said rear shaft; 

w herein when force is applied to said front link arm, said front shaft and said front 
transitional arm rotate and said resilient member is compressed or expanded; and 
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wherein when force is applied to said rear link arm, said rear shaft and said rear 
transitional arm rotate and said resilient member is compressed or expanded. 

15. (Original) A suspension system for a vehicle having a frame a front axle and a rear a> le, the 
suspension system comprising: 

a front leaf spring having a first end and a second end, said first end being attachec to the 
frame of the vehicle and supporting a front axle; 

a rear leaf spring having a first end and a second end, said first jend being attached :o the 
frame of the vehicle and supporting a rear axle; 

an isolator including: 

a front shaft; 

a rear shaft; 

means for attaching said front shaft and said rear shaft to the vehicle, said front sha X and 
rear shaft being rotatable relative to said attaching means; 
a front transitional arm attached to said front shaft; 
a rear transitional arm attached to said rear shaft; 

a resilient member attached said front transitional arm and attached to said rear 
transitional arm; 

a front link arm attached to said front shaft; 
a rear link arm attached to said rear shaft; 

a front shackle attached to said front link arm and to said front leaf spring; 
a rear shackle attached to said rear link arm and to said rear leaf spring; 
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wherein when force is applied to said front leaf spring, said front link arm, said front 
shaft, and said front transitional arm rotate and said resilient member is compressed or expanded; 
and 

wherein when force is applied to said rear lea f spring, said rear leaf spring, said re ir shaft, 
and said rear transitional arm rotate and said resilient member is compressed or expanded 

1 6. (Original) A suspension system as defined in claim 1 5, wherein 

said front transitional arm is a slack adjuster and said rear transitional arm is a slack: 
adjuster; 

said front transitional arm being capable of rotation relative to kid front shaft; and 
said rear transitional arm being capable of rotation relative to said rear shaft. 

17. (Original) A suspension system as denned in claim 16, further including: 
a shaft aperture within said front transitional arm having a spline therein; 
a shaft aperture within said rear transitional arm having a spline^ therein; 
a spline on at least a portion of said front shaft; 
a spline on at least a portion of said rear shaft; 

wherein said portion of said front shaft is positioned within said shaft aperture in sa d 
front transitional arm and said spline on said front shaft mates with said spline of said front 
transitional arm; and 
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wherein said portion of said rear shaft is positioned within said shaft aperture in s iid rear 
transitional arm and said spline on said rear shaft mates with said spline of said rear transitional 
arm. 

1 8. (Original) A suspension system as defined in claim 15, further including: 

a front transitional ami adjustment associated with said front transitional arm for rotating 

said front transitional arm relative to said front shaft; 

a rear transitional arm adjustment associated with said rear transitional aim for rotating 

said rear transitional arm relative to said rear shaft; and 

wherein upon rotation of said front transitional arm relative to said front shaft, said front 

leaf spring moves upward or downward and upon rotation of said rear transitional arm relative to 

said rear shaft, said rear leaf spring moves upward or downward. 

1 9. (Original) A suspension system as defined in claim 1 5, wherein said front transits al arm 
is fixedly attached to said front shaft and wherein said rear transitional arm is fixedly attact ed to 
said rear shaft. 

20. (Original) A suspension system as defined in claim 15, wherein said resilient member is 
an air bag. 

21 ■ (Original) A suspension system as defined in claim 20, further including a fill valve n 
fluid communication with said air bag. 
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22, (OriginaJ) A suspension system as defined in claim 20, further including an air pr assure 
gauge in fluid communication with said air spring, 

23. (Original) A method for adjusting the ride height of a vehicle having a frame com arising 
the steps of; 

providing a suspension system including: 

a front leaf spring having a first end and a second end, said first end being 
attached to the frame of the vehicle; 

a rear leaf spring having a first end and a second end, said first end being ai lached 
to the frame of the vehicle; 

an isolator including: 
a front shaft, 
a rear shaft, 

a front transitional arm attached to said front shaft, 
a rear transitional ami attached to said rear shaft, 

a resilient member attached to said front transitional arm and attache i to 

said rear transitional arm, 

a front link arm attached to said front shaft, 

a rear link arm attached to said rear shaft, 

a front shackle attached to said front link arm and to said second end of said front 
leaf spring; 
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a rear shackle attached lo said rear link arm and to said second end of saic rear 
leaf spring; 

lengthening or shortemng the front spring shackle and the rear spring shackle to a diicve 
the desired ride height. 

24. (Original) A method for adjusting the ride height of a vehicle having a frame comprising 
the steps of: 

providing a suspension system including: 

a front leaf spring having a first end and a second end 7 said first end being 
attached to the frame of the vehicle; 

a rear leaf spring having a first end and a second end, said first end being at ached 
to the frame of the vehicle; 

an isolator including: 
a front shaft, 
a rear shaft, 

a front transitional ami attached to said front shaft, 

a rear transitional arm attached to said rear shaft, 

a resilient member attached to said front transitional arm and attache* ! to 

said rear transitional arm, 

a front link arm attached to said front shaft, 

a rear link arm attached to said rear shaft, 
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a front shackle attached to said front link arm and to said second end of said front 
leaf spring; 

a rear shackle attached to said rear link arm and to said second end of said rear 
leaf spring; 

rotating said front transitional arm relative to said front shaft to raise or lower said front 
leaf spring; and 

rotating said rear transitional arm relative to said rear shaft to raise or lower said re ir leaf 

spring. 

25. (Currently Amended) An isolator to be used in a suspension system for a vehicle havir g a 
first axle supported by a first spring and a second axle supported by a second spring, the isolator 
comprising: 

a resilient member; 

a first shaft operatively connected to said frm* first spring and said resilient membc , 
wherein said first shaft rotates in response to forces applied to or removed from said Bist spring; 

a second shaft operatively connected to said rear second spring and said resilient 
member, wherein said second shaft rotates in response to forces applied to or removed from said 
second spring; and 

wherein rotation of said first and second shaft transfers said forces to said resilient 
member and causes said resilient member to expand or contract. 
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26. (New) An isolator as defined in claim 1 wherein said body is sliding engaged with said 
vehicle to provide adjustment of said pre-determined distance between the vehicle and the front 
and rear shafts. 
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